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DKE is involved in the development of driverless regional trains 

• Rail transport can be made more attractive in the short term 

• Making trust in artificial intelligence verifiable and demonstrable with safe.trAIn 

• DKE contributes expertise with specifications and standards 

 

(October 18, 2022, Frankfurt a. M.) Autonomous driving means of transport are still dreams of 

the future in many areas. Because when it comes to getting around, people have a great need 

for safety and are sceptical because they often lack confidence in artificial intelligence – as 

important components for autonomous driving. On the other hand, automation and digitalisation 

of the transport sector offer great opportunities. Together with various other partners from 

science and industry, DKE is involved in the safe.trAIn project, which is pursuing the long-term 

goal of using driverless trains in regional transport as well. 

 

There are already a few examples of completely autonomous trains. For instance, skytrains are 

in use at airports, in Germany subways in Nürnberg have been running completely automatical 

since 2008, and in Australia there is the world's first automatic heavy-load rail network – where 

driverless trains transport products from iron mines hundreds of kilometres across the country. 

But Marko Kesic, Mobility Project Manager at VDE, admits: "The more complex the traffic, the 

more difficult it is to run trains without a driver. Regional trains travel on open tracks where 

animals could obstruct traffic or people could be on the tracks during maintenance work. The 

most complicated use of autonomous trains would be in urban traffic, such as trams." 

      

Increasing cost efficiency and energy efficiency 
Driverless trains offer great advantages for rail transport in particular. After all, the German 

government has set itself the goal of reducing CO2 emissions in the transport sector by more 

than 40 per cent by 2030 (compared to 2021). Building additional lines and laying tracks is 

expensive and takes a long time. In automated operation, on the other hand, efficiency and 

attractiveness can be increased in the short term, trains could run more frequently and more 
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connections could be offered. DKE is contributing its experience with specifications and 

standards to the safe.trAIn project, which is funded by the Federal Ministry of Economics and 

Technology. The DKE experts want to derive test methods that can be used to determine 

whether an artificial intelligence is trustworthy. 

 

About DKE: 
The DKE German Commission for Electrical, Electronic & Information Technologies of DIN and 

VDE as a joint organization of VDE and DIN (DKE) is the national platform for about 9000 

experts from industry, science and public administration to elaborate standards and safety 

specifications for electrical engineering, electronics and information technology. Standards 

support global trade and, among other things, the safety, interoperability and functionality of 

products and systems. As a competence centre for electrotechnical standardization, the DKE 

represents the interests of German industry in European (CENELEC, ETSI) and international 

standardization organizations (IEC). In addition, the DKE provides comprehensive services in 

the field of standardization and VDE specifications.  

 

For more information, visit www.dke.de 

 

 
About VDE: 
VDE, one of the largest technology organizations in Europe, has been regarded as a synonym 

for innovation and technological progress for more than 125 years. VDE is the only organization 

in the world that combines science, standardization, testing, certification, and application 

consulting under one umbrella. The VDE mark has been synonymous with the highest safety 

standards and consumer protection for more than 100 years. 

Our passion is the advancement of technology, the next generation of engineers and 

technologists, and lifelong learning and career development “on the job”. Within the VDE 

network more than 2,000 employees at over 60 locations worldwide, more than 100,000 

honorary experts, and around 1,500 companies are dedicated to ensuring a future worth living: 

networked, digital, electrical. Shaping the e-dialistic future. 

The VDE (VDE Association for Electrical, Electronic & Information Technologies) is 

headquartered in Frankfurt am Main. For more information, visit www.vde.com 
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