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Dr. Damian Dudek new Managing Director of the Information
Technology Society in the VDE (VDE ITG)

o As of September 1st, Dr.-Ing. Damian Dudek will head the VDE Information
Technology Society (VDE ITG)

e Dudek replaces electrical engineer Dr.-Ing. Volker Schanz after 33 years as managing
director

e The new head of the ITG wants to devote special attention to the topics of promoting

young talents, Al in information processing and neuromorphic computing

(Frankfurt a. M., Aug. 30, 2023) Dr. Damian Dudek is the new managing director of the
Information Technology Society in the VDE. The 47-year-old was most recently group leader at
the Chair of Electronic Components at RWTH Aachen University and, in his role, also executive
manager of the joint project "NeuroSys - Neuromorphic Hardware for Autonomous Artificial
Intelligence Systems" - a future cluster funded by the German Federal Ministry of Education and
Research with 45 million euros. The electrical engineer, who holds a doctorate, looks back on a
long career at various research institutions including positions at the German Research
Foundation, the Research Center for Nanotechnology in Barcelona, the Research Center for

Material Sciences in Seville and the Research Center for Microstructure Technology.
Position papers, guidelines and conferences

On his departure, Dr. Volker Schanz, who joined the ITG in 1990, thanked the members for the
trust they had placed in him: "Many position papers, guidelines and national and international
events meant that the work was never boring. In particular, the personal contact with countless
experts was an enrichment for me." For ITG Chairman Prof. Dr. Hans Schotten, Dr. Damian
Dudek is a great asset for the oldest professional society in the VDE: "With Dr. Dudek, we have
been able to gain a very competent and committed managing director who will continue the
successful work of Dr. Schanz and with whom we will further develop the ITG in the interests of

the members."
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VDE covers the breadth of electrical engineering and information technology like no
other association

For Damian Dudek, a professional association like the ITG is the best platform for bringing
topics that arise in research into society and into politics. The VDE covers the full range of
electrical engineering and information technology like no other association. Dudek is passionate
about attracting young talent, which he recently demonstrated with a VDE position paper that he
initiated. The paper shows how the crisis in the labor market can be used as a door opener to
inspire young talent and makes concrete suggestions such as nationwide programs and a start
as early as elementary school to usher in a change in image: "During my professional career, |
have built up a large network that | would like to use to help inspire young people for electrical
engineering and information technology. We should be talking about attracting young talent
rather than a shortage of skilled workers."

He sees great potential in women, which is why Dudek has already co-founded a circle in which
female professors and experts network. His goal is to get more women onto the ITG's
committees as well: "We need more female role models so that women become more visible in
electrical and information technology. Because as far as young female talent is concerned,

electrical engineering is still a laggard among engineering disciplines."

About the Information Technology Society within VDE (VDE ITG):

The Information Technology Society within VDE (VDE ITG) is the national association of all
people working in the field of information technology in business, administration, teaching and
research and science. Its objectives are to promote the scientific and technical development
and evaluation of information technology in theory and practice. Founded in 1954 as the
Nachrichtentechnische Gesellschaft, it is the oldest professional association in the VDE. Its nine
technical divisions, to which more than 80 technical committees are assigned, represent the
entire spectrum of information technology. About 10,000 VDE members have assigned

themselves to the ITG and more than 1,000 experts work voluntarily in the committees.

For more information, visit www.vde.com/itg

About VDE:
VDE, one of the largest technology organizations in Europe, has been regarded as a synonym
for innovation and technological progress for more than 130 years. VDE is the only organization

in the world that combines science, standardization, testing, certification, and application
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consulting under one umbrella. The VDE mark has been synonymous with the highest safety
standards and consumer protection for more than 100 years.

Our passion is the advancement of technology, the next generation of engineers and
technologists, and lifelong learning and career development “on the job”. Within the VDE
network more than 2,000 employees at over 60 locations worldwide, more than 100,000
honorary experts, and around 1,500 companies are dedicated to ensuring a future worth living:
networked, digital, electrical. Shaping the e-dialistic future.

The VDE (VDE Association for Electrical, Electronic & Information Technologies) is

headquartered in Frankfurt am Main. For more information, visit www.vde.com

Press contact: Vanessa Rothe, Phone +49 170 7645316, presse@vde.com
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