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Electrical engineering studies: First-semester enrollment figures 

remain constant 

Due primarily to the popularity of universities of applied sciences, almost exactly the 

same number of people enrolled in information and electrical engineering programs this 

year as in 2024. Michael Schanz, spokesperson for the VDE Technical Committee on 

Studies, Careers, and Society, puts the figures into perspective. 

(Frankfurt am Main, December 8, 2025) According to the Federal Statistical Office, a total of 

14,126 men and women began studying electrical engineering or information technology in the 

2025 academic year. This is almost exactly the same number of first-year students as in the 

previous year, when 14,174 people began studying these subjects. 

"On closer inspection, however, there are significant differences between universities and 

universities of applied sciences (HAW)," says Michael Schanz, advisor to the Study, Career, 

and Society Committee of the VDE Association for Electrical, Electronic & Information 

Technologies. While the number of first-year students at universities is declining by 5 percent, it 

is rising by 4 percent at HAWs (formerly: universities of applied sciences). "The VDE has been 

observing a sharp decline in first-semester cohorts for years, particularly at medium-sized 

universities, and recommends that these locations in particular make greater efforts to attract 

young people to study electrical engineering," adds Schanz. 

Partly due to the switch to a 9-year high school diploma in Bavaria, a reduction in the total 

number of first-year students had actually been expected. "However, we are seeing an increase 

in the number of international students enrolling in electrical engineering courses," says Schanz, 

who regularly discusses the topic with course directors from all over Germany. At around 20 

percent, the proportion of women remains constant and is even lower than in computer science 

and mechanical engineering, where a good quarter of students are female. Schanz: "However, 

without international students, the proportion would be significantly lower."  
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About VDE: 

VDE, one of the largest technology organizations in Europe, has been regarded as a synonym 

for innovation and technological progress for more than 130 years. VDE is the only organization 

in the world that combines science, standardization, testing, certification, and application 

consulting under one umbrella. The VDE mark has been synonymous with the highest safety 

standards and consumer protection for more than 100 years. 

Our passion is the advancement of technology, the next generation of engineers and 

technologists, and lifelong learning and career development “on the job”. Within the VDE 

network more than 2,000 employees at over 60 locations worldwide, more than 100,000 

honorary experts, and around 1,500 companies are dedicated to ensuring a future worth living: 

networked, digital, electrical.  

Shaping the e-dialistic future. 

The VDE (VDE Association for Electrical, Electronic & Information Technologies) is 

headquartered in Frankfurt am Main. For more information, visit www.vde.com 
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